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We invite you to join us on Saturday, January 10th for a one-day in-depth learning experience. Organic
Intensives are an opportunity to acquire practical, detailed information over the course of a day with fellow
Michigan farmers and gardeners. For 2026 our presenters will be experts and producers in three topic areas:

Medlicinal Herbs Join Medicinal Have you ever admired a

Herb speakers jim mcdonald of Herbcraft, Kaya beautiful bouquet of flowers at your local farmers market
DeerInWater of the American Indian Higher and wondered if you could create the same masterpiece?
Education Consortium and Patti Travioli of Michigan’s cut flower industry is thriving—valued at an
Heartwood Forest Farm to dive deeply into each of impressive $10.6 million, it ranks eighth in the nation for
their 5 favorite medicinal herbs. This session will cut flower production. Whether you’re dreaming of

also give several perspectives on: wild harvesting creating stunning floral arrangements or looking to turn
with Kaya DeerInWater; growing Medicinal Herbs your passion into profit, understanding the ins and outs of
with Patti Travioli; herbal uses, wildcrafting and flower farming is key. To grow high-quality flowers with
preparation with jim mcdonald; and a closer look at excellent vase life, it’s essential to: know the unique

over a dozen healing plants, including nettles, characteristics of each flower, harvest at the right time,
raspberry/blackberry, violet, hawthorn, dandelion, follow consistent post-harvest handling practices, plus,
echinacea, ashwagandha, tulsi (holy basil), learning about the bloom cycles of annuals, perennials,
chamomile, calendula, plantain, mullein, ragweed, and biennials can help extend your selling season and
vervain, catnip, marshmallow and other healing increase profitability. In this session, you’ll learn how to:
plants. There will be a Q & A Panel to ask questions Produce high-quality, diverse blooms, optimize your sales
with all 3 speakers and an opportunity to make a channels and marketing strategies, Handle and present
salve and a tea blend to take home a small amount of your flowers for maximum impact. Join Janie Case

what you made! This should be a good day for Beuthin of Twig End Farm and Pooh Stevenson of
experienced plant medicine practitioners and Owosso Organics for this inspiring and informative session
growers of herbs, as well as those new to the healing to learn how to start—or grow—your own successful cut
powers of plants. flower business.

Home Food Gardening This session will provide both a broad overview and a foundation of
specific information to support long term commitment and success for beginners, practitioners, and those desiring to
help others grow food. The food garden perspective can range on a scale from a raised bed salad and herb patio patch to
larger scale diverse homesteading plots capable of providing much of a complete annual diet. The morning program will
consider the big picture of purpose, possibilities and principles of Michigan food gardening with an emphasis on
personal health. The full range of crop choices will be explored, followed by experienced based examples of selection
and prioritization options. The morning will continue with a concise introduction to selected plant and soil science
topics considered key to home food gardening success, but often not included in gardening education. The afternoon
program will provide details of food gardening practices, perspectives and priorities with a focus on 12 topics
including:1) knowing your geographic place, 2) planning methods and questions to address, 3) harvest, preservation and
storage methods of food crops to consider prior to selecting crops to grow, 4) crop protection strategies, 5) water
management and irrigation, 6) soil and media management and amendments including practical use of composting and
regenerative / living soil methods, 7) selecting and starting seeds and transplants (propagation), 8) plant spacing and
rotation, 9) low, medium and high cost season extension methods, 10) constructed raised beds, containers and growing
media for small spaces, 11) vertical gardening strategies, and 12) basic hand tools for efficiency. Over decades of
presentations to students, farmers and gardeners, John has developed handouts and supporting documentation on each
topic that will be compiled in a spiral-bound collection.

The event will take place on Saturday, January 10th, at the Plant and Soil Sciences Building on the
MSU campus in East Lansing. The day begins with registration at 8:00; sessions begin at 9:00 and
end at 5:00. The registration fee includes six hours of learning, lunch, and comprehensive printed
materials. For more information, please visit http://moffa.net/organic-intensives/, give us a call
at 248-262-6826, or write us at the address below.
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